Nueces River Authority Clean Rivers Program Steering Committee and Stakeholder Update #2
March – May 2010
June 15, 2010

Dear Steering Committee Members and Stakeholders,

This is the second of an ongoing series of quarterly email updates for the Nueces River Authority’s (NRA) FY 2010 – 2011 Clean Rivers Program (CRP).  Related activities throughout the area are also discussed.

Coordinated Monitoring Meeting

NRA held the annual Coordinated Monitoring Meeting on April 30, 2010 in Corpus Christi, TX.  In addition to NRA, there were representatives from:

· Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ)
· Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB)
· Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

· Coastal Bend Bays and Estuaries Program (CBBEP)
· Texas A&M University – Corpus Christi

· Texas Water Resources Institute, and Texas AgriLife Extension

Changes from the 2010 Coordinated Monitoring Schedule to the 2011 CMS include:

· Segment 2103 – Lake Corpus Christi – Removed metals in water sampling at 17648

· Segment 2104 – Nueces River Above Frio River – Biological sampling to be conducted by TCEQ Central Office at 12972 and 12973

· Segment 2106 – Nueces River / Lower Frio River – Removed metals in water sampling at 12977 and 12979

· Segment 2107 – Atascosa River – Biological sampling to be conducted by TCEQ Central Office

· Segment 2116 – Choke Canyon Reservoir – Removed metals in water sampling at 13020

· Segment 2204 – Petronila Creek Above Tidal – TCEQ R-14 will be adding another permanent site NW of Hwy 77.  NRA and TCEQ will discuss which entity will conduct the sampling.

· Segment 2462 – San Antonio Bay – Added 2 metals in sediments at 13397

· Segment 2473 – St. Charles Bay – NRA will see if the sampling site can be moved to the end of pier in order to be more representative of the bay.

· Segment 2481 – Corpus Christi Bay – Removed metals in water at 13409

· Segment 2482 – Nueces Bay – Removed metals in water at 13422, added 2 metals in sediment at 13422

· Segment 2483 – Redfish Bay – Removed metals in water at 18848

· Segment 2484 – Corpus Christi Inner Harbor – Removed metals in water at 13430 and 13439

· Segment 2485A – Oso Creek – Added 4 sites to be sampled quarterly for bacteria to support the Bacteria Source Tracking Project.  The data will not be submitted to TCEQ.  Sites are 18499, 18500, 18501, and 20198.

· Segment 2491 – Laguna Madre – Added 10 organics is sediment at 13447

TCEQ R-15 will add a routine station on the North Floodway at FM 1420

· Segment 2492 – Baffin Bay – Removed metals in water at 13452

· Segment 2494 – Brownsville Ship Channel – Added at 2 24-hr DOs at 13460

Removed 24-hr DOs at 14841

Routine Monitoring
During the March – May 2010 quarter, NRA conducted routine monitoring at 31 stations and 24-Hr DO measurements at 2 stations.

Basin Highlights Report
The Draft 2010 Basin Highlights has finally been submitted to TCEQ (a little late).  The final report should be available soon, and you will be notified when it’s available.

Copano Project
During the March – May 2010 quarter, NRA conducted monitoring for the Copano Project on March 9, March 23, April 13, April 27, May 11, and May 25.  The schedule for the June – August 2010 quarter includes June 8, July 13, July 20, July 27, August 10, and August 24.  The project will most likely be continued through January 2011, or for as long as the money allocated for sample analysis lasts.
The Mission Aransas National Estuarine Research Reserve is hosting a “Panel Discussion:  The Ecosystem Dynamics of Copano Bay” on June 22, 2010 from 6:00 – 8:00 pm at the University of Texas Marine Science Institute, 705 Channel View Drive, Port Aransas, Texas.  For more information, contact Chad Leister, 361-749-6782, or cleister@mail.utexas.edu.
Arroyo Colorado Above Tidal Recreational Use Attainability Analysis
NRA has begun the RUAA process for the Arroyo Colorado Above Tidal.  Questionnaires were either emailed or faxed to 80 people/organizations.  We are following up with phone calls.  The first of two public meetings was held April 22, 2010 at the World Birding Center at Estero Llano Grande State Park in Weslaco, TX.  The second meeting will be held towards the end of July.  Please contact us if you wanted to be included on the notification list.  The first of two field surveys was conducted 
May 30 – 31, 2010.  The second is scheduled for the 4th of July weekend.
Aquatic Life Monitoring of Segment 2113, Upper Frio River
This study, being conducted by TCEQ, will consist of two biological monitoring events at each of four locations on the Frio River between Leakey and Concan, Tx.  The first monitoring event took place 
May 11-13, 2010.  The second will be held sometime between July 1 and September 30, 2010.   The objective of the study will be to determine if the impairments determined from previous assessments are valid and if the current aquatic life use of exceptional is being supported on the river.  Sky Lewey is assisting with this project.
Oso Greenway

The Oso Creek / Oso Bay watershed project is now being referred to as the Oso Greenway.  We have a website, www.osogreenway.org, funded by CRP, and a draft logo.  We are looking for someone to volunteer to create the pages.  Let me know if you are interested.
Alliance for Nueces River Source Water Protection
The City of Corpus Christi, along with NRA, TCEQ, CBBEP, and other governments, is working on a project focused on cleaning up the Nueces River above the water intake locations in the Calallen Pool, just upstream of the salt water barrier dam.  Residents of CR 73 are invited to a meeting scheduled for June 17, 2010 at 6pm at the Annaville Volunteer Fire Department located at 5242 County Road 73 at 
FM 624.  The meeting is aimed to establish a network of private landowners interested in protecting the Nueces River from trash and illegal dumping.  As the region’s source of freshwater, officials will share the importance of protecting riparian areas known for stabilizing landform and vegetation surrounding creeks and rivers that serve to filter the water and reduce soil erosion that leads to land loss.  To assist with property and easement clean up, a brush and household waste collection will take place on June 24, 25, and 26, 2010 along County Road 73.  Residents may place metals, plastics, old appliances, branches and wood items at the street easement.  

Outreach and Education
NRA outreach and education presentations reached over 6600 people during the March - May 2010 quarter.

Feel free to forward this to anyone else you think might be interested.  If you were not on the original mailing list and would like to be, contact Beth Almaraz at balmaraz@nueces-ra.org or 361-653-2110.

Please contact me if you have any specific questions on these or other topics, or would like a copy of the previous update.  Please let me know if there are any topics you would like to be discussed in future updates.

Sincerely,

Rocky Freund

Deputy Executive Director

Nueces River Authority

361-653-2110

rfreund@nueces-ra.org 

