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Thank you for participating in the 2006 Clean Rivers Program (CRP) steering committee process.  The steering committee that guides the CRP in the Nueces River Authority’s area of responsibility held two annual meetings; the Upper Nueces River Basin meeting was held on February 21 in Uvalde, and the Lower Nueces and Nueces-Rio Grande Coastal Basin meeting was held on February 23 in Corpus Christi.  The meetings were well attended by a cross section of stakeholders including; water suppliers, industry and agricultural interests, university faculty, local government representatives, environmental groups, state agencies and concerned citizens.  CRP goals were discussed and water quality monitoring partnerships and monitoring plans were described.  Information from the 2004 Texas Water Quality Inventory and 303(d) List was presented and discussed.  The committee will be informed when the 2006 Draft Basin Highlights report is made available for review.  Member comments and recommendations were noted by basin and segment/water body and are presented as follows:    

Nueces River Basin:

· The results of an extensive biological collection and assessment of dissolved oxygen on segment 2113, the upper Frio River, has recently been published in the TMDL final report   The study indicated that this segment is now supporting of exceptional aquatic life and may be recommended for removal from the 303(d) list in 2006.   Members noted that new subdivisions are being built north of Leakey and that no centralized waste water treatment services yet exist.
· The current listing of segment 2110, lower Sabinal River, for nitrates was discussed.   It was reported that the TMDL study has determined that the Sabinal wastewater treatment plant may be a potential source of nitrogen.  Calculations indicate that not all of the 125,000 gallons a day of waste water is evaporating so percolation into the river is assumed.  Efforts are now underway to build a new plant out of the river’s floodplain.  Ward Ling, TMDL project manager, responding to questions, explained how load assessments are determined and are based on a predicted flow.  He also explained that TCEQ would continue to monitor this segment after the new plant is completed to identify other potential nitrogen contributions.  It was recommended that an education effort be directed toward Sabinal residents and discussion ensued about the formation of a stakeholder group.  
· It was suggested again this year that nitrates in segment 2110, lower Sabinal River, could be originating from groundwater.  
· A member reported a fuel burn test site operating within 100 yds of the Upper Sabinal River approximately 6 miles north of Sabinal.  Various fuels are ignited in a pit and air emissions are sampled by aircraft.  These tests have reportably been performed regularly for approximately 5 years by Southwest Research Institute under a temporary authorization intended for a one time burn test.  
· Segment 2114, Hondo Creek has had no concerns or impairments.  It was noted that only the monitoring site located near the segment’s beginning point will be used in the 2006 assessment.   TCEQ added a second routine site on SH 173 south of Hondo last year as a result of input received through the steering committee and coordinated monitoring meeting but it will take three full years to gather enough data for assessment.  Observations of increased turbidity continue to be made at the Hwy 90 crossing of Hondo Creek.   

· It was reported that based on last year’s input, wastewater discharge permit applications in the Nueces River Authorities area of responsibility are now posted on the NRA website at http://www.nueces-ra.org.  It was once again noted that nowhere on the permit application is there a place to identify the location as being in a floodplain or flood prone area.  One member in the lower basin meeting questioned the feasibility of locating or relocating all wastewater treatment plants out of floodplains.
· A discussion of the identified nitrogen concern in the Leona River segment 2109 was initiated by the distribution of a graph of nitrate and e-coli data collected by NRA at the new routine site 18418 at Hwy 140 below Uvalde which began in October 2004.  The data indicated a sample taken in October 2005 contained near 2,500 mpn/100ml of e-coli bacteria and another sample collected in January 2006 contained over 500 mpn/100ml.  The e-coli standard for this segment is 126 mpn/100ml.  This coupled with a visual difference recorded by the sampling technician was reported to City of Uvalde officials.  It was noted that no standard procedure exists for reporting observation or spikes in parameters, but is considered a courtesy.  It was also noted that ten samples over five years are required for assessment.   Data from the new site may be included in the 2008 or 2010 assessment.  
· A member at the upper basin meeting pointed out a need for a guidebook to interpret the components of a healthy watershed and their value for landowners, managers and the general public.  A general concern was also noted about recreational litter and bed and bank disturbances along the headwater rivers and called for continued education to focus on visitors as well as land and resort owners.  
· The recent offering of NRCS EQUIP funding to support the implementation of management practices on private lands to improve water quality on the impaired segment 2107, the Atascosa River, was reported.  One member noted that EQUIP funded practices will improve water quality in the Atascosa watershed regardless of the outcome of the TMDL project. 

· In discussion of segments 2116, Choke Canyon Reservoir,  and 2117, the Lower Frio, members noted that TDS could be drought related and other members questioned the consistency of TDS concentrations through both segments. 
Nueces – San Antonio Coastal Basin:
· TCEQ added a routine monitoring site in Little Bay, part of segment 2471, Aransas Bay, as a result of last year’s steering committee and coordinated monitoring meetings.  Texas Watch has been conducting volunteer monitoring in the bay for several years.  
· Regarding the Tidal Nueces, Segment 2101, and the excessive algal growth concern that was identified since 2002, a member questioned whether a new pipeline project which will divert up to 3,000 ac.ft. per month of the fresh water pass through requirement from the segment could aggravate the concern.

· The lower basin meeting hosted a lengthy discussion about the zinc in oyster tissue TMDL project underway in Nueces Bay with impacts on the Port Industries stakeholders.  One component of the TMDL is to eliminate the discharge of the Nueces Bay WLE.  The plant, not currently in operation, uses water from the Corpus Christi Inner Harbor as cooling water and discharges into Nueces Bay.  The validity of this suggestion was questioned since there are no concerns for zinc in the Inner Harbor, posing the question as to how this plant, when operational, contributes to the zinc problem.
· It was again recommended that Texas Department of Heath Services be encouraged to participate in the Clean Rivers Steering Committee.
· The possibility that chlorophyll a exceedences in Petronila Creek, the Petronila Tidal segment, Baffin Bay and the Laguna Madre at the mouth of Baffin Bay could be related was suggested by NRA staff.
· There were brief discussions of the Oso Bay/Oso Creek TMDL for bacteria and the Oso Bay/Laguna Madre TMDL for low dissolved oxygen. It was explained that the Oso Bay and the Laguna Madre are “connected” since the Barney Davis plant takes cooling water from the Laguna Madre and discharges it to Oso Bay.
Nueces – Rio Grande Coastal Basin:

· On Segment 2201, the Arroyo Colorado tidal segment, Laura De La Garza, the watershed coordinator, spoke at the lower basin meeting giving an update on the Watershed Protection Plan which is nearing completion.  She also highlighted a number of water quality improving activities that have been initiated in the agricultural and municipal sectors. 
The committee members are reminded that all water quality monitoring data, station descriptions, flow measurements and stream segment maps as well as the power point presentation given at the meetings can be found on the Nueces River Authority website at http://www.nueces.ra.org or can be obtained from Rocky Freund, Deputy Executive Director or Julie Lann, Information Systems Coordinator.  If you have any questions or comments about NRA, CRP, your role as a Steering Committee member, if you have additional input on the program, or identify an outreach opportunity in your community please contact me at the Uvalde Office, 830-278-6810, or by email at slewey@nueces-ra.org or info@nueces-ra.org.







