 To:      CRP Steering Committee Members
 

From:   Sky Lewey, Public Education and Resource Protection Associate
 

Date:    February 23, 2007
 

Subject:   2007 Steering Committee Meetings Summary
 

Thank you for participating in the 2007 Clean Rivers Program (CRP) steering committee process.  The steering committee that guides the CRP in the Nueces River Authority’s area of responsibility held two annual meetings; the Upper Nueces River Basin meeting was held on February 13 in Uvalde, and the Lower Nueces, Nueces – San Antonio Coastal Basin, and Nueces-Rio Grande Coastal Basin meeting was held on February 15 in Corpus Christi.  The meetings were well attended by a cross section of stakeholders including; water suppliers, industry and agricultural interests, university faculty, local government representatives, environmental groups, state agencies and concerned citizens.  CRP goals were discussed and water quality monitoring partnerships and monitoring plans were described.  Because the 2006 Texas Water Quality Inventory and 303(d) List have not been finalized the meeting focused on progress and developments of TMDL projects and 319 funded implementation activities.  The committee will be informed when the 2006 inventory is released.  The Draft Basin Highlights report was made available for review, the final document should be available early summer and can be downloaded from the Nueces River Authority website.  
 

 

Member comments and recommendations were noted during each meeting and are summarized as follows:    
 

Uvalde Meeting:
• A new member questioned the nature of the CRP program’s fee funding.  It was explained that fees collected by TCEQ for wastewater discharge and onsite disposal along with fees for surface water diversion fund the CRP program in Texas.
 

• The results of the 2006 inventory and assessment will either be presented in the 2007 Basin Highlights Report, if it’s available, or in the 2008 Basin Summary Report. 
 

• In a discussion of the Lower Sabinal River (segment 2110) TMDL implementation project which involves the relocation of the City of Sabinal’s waste water treatment plant outside of the river’s floodplain, it was noted that the City had recently accepted partial funding from USDA sources to initiate the project.  It was further noted that additional funding is being sought to underwrite the project which residents feel may be unaffordable.  
 

The use of a new “calculated floodplain” as opposed to the established FEMA floodplain in sighting the new plant was questioned.  The locations of the 100 yr and 500 yr floodplains presented in the Environmental Assessment prepared for the USDA grant/loan funding have been questioned during Sabinal stakeholder meetings and can not be fully explained.    
 

Also in discussion of the Sabinal TMDL, a member reported that the Nueces Rio Grande Resource and Development Council hosted a TCEQ-SEP funded community project organized by the local boy scout troop to collect waste and  dispose of waste  tires in lieu of fines.  The project was reported very successful in gathering waste tires and highlighted the need for more watershed and quality education in Sabinal to help address illegal dumping of tires and other waste.
 

 
• A discussion of the Leona River segment 2109 mentioned its identified nitrogen concern and the potential listing of the segment for bacteria based on draft 2006 assessment data.  A member from the City of Uvalde indicated that over the next 2-3 years, two new stormwater outfalls are planned for discharge to the Leona as part of a TXDOT project to improve drainage in the city.  The member suggested consideration of water quality assessment results and a mechanism for bringing water quality concerns and impairment to TXDOT attention during the design phase of the project could save money and help avoid delays in construction.  It was noted that apart from MS4 permitting and without an environmental assessment triggered by federal funding or a TMDL implementation project that mandates use of best management practices for storm water providing that were determined to be the origin of the impairment there were no mechanisms in place to guide TXDOT’s design of the new outfalls.  It was suggested that CRP and/or TCEQ could provide existing water quality data for consideration by the City and TXDOT but that a Special Study with new hard data possibly involving wet weather sampling might be needed to support 319 funding for mandatory BMP’s.
 

• A member indicated a continuing and growing concern for water quality in segment 2113, the upper Frio River resulting from increasing tourism uses.  It was reported that based on 2006 assessment data the upper Frio may be recommended for removal from the 303(d) list for depressed DO based on the TMDL study indicating that this segment is now supporting of exceptional aquatic life.
 

• Segment 2114, Hondo Creek has had no concerns or impairments.  It was noted that only the monitoring site located near the segment’s beginning point is being used in the 2006 assessment.   TCEQ added a second routine site on SH 173 south of Hondo as a result of input received through the steering committee but that site has been discontinued because no parameters exceedences were recorded.  Staff noted input received through the Medina County SWCD members indicting concerns over turbidity in Hondo Creek possibly being generated by riverbed gravel mining operations.   
 

• The potential of changing the use designation from primary contact recreation to secondary contact reaction for all but a portion of Oso bay disturbed one member who questioned the precedence of volunteering a segment for higher tolerance standards.  (Staff was later corrected – only the portion of Oso Bay near Hans Suter Park and the upper reaches of Oso Creek would be considered for redesignation.)
 


Corpus Christi Meeting:

 

• After discussion of the status of Oso Creek, Oso Bay and Petronila Creek Above Tidal (segments 2485A, 2485, 2204) TMDL projects, Rebecca Martinez with the Coastal Bend COG reviewed a 319 funded clean up program  It drew several suggestions from members including; using convict labor to pick-up trash along these waterways, getting dumpsters at colonias instead of clean ups at sites, and involving Keep Texas Beautiful to help with the clean up’s education and outreach. A member questioned how long the dumpsters placed near colonias would be used and it was noted that dumpsters will be picked up for the duration of the contract until August 31, 2008.  

 

• A member questioned the location for two new stream segments purportedly being used for the 2006 assessment of the Arroyo Colorado, segments 2202B and 2202C.  It was explained that they are both listed as unnamed tributaries and are drainage ditches in the vicinity.  

 

• In discussion of the Copano Bay (segment 2472) event -monitoring project to be conducted by NRA with funding from TSSWCB, a member suggested WWTP outfalls be sampled by TCEQ teams, rather than by the WWTP personnel to avoid bias.  Another member noted that all WWTP which discharge treated wastewater into an impaired waterway are required to have inspections done (risk based approach). 

 

• There were brief discussions of the Oso Bay/Oso Creek TMDL for bacteria and a member representing the Texas Department of Agriculture commented that no manure crops were used near the impaired areas of Oso Creek/Bay.  

 

The committee members are reminded that all water quality monitoring data, station descriptions, flow measurements and stream segment maps as well as the power point presentation given at the meetings can be found on the Nueces River Authority website at http://www.nueces.ra.org or can be obtained from Rocky Freund, Deputy Executive Director or Julie Lann, Information Systems Coordinator.  If you have any questions or comments about NRA, CRP, your role as a Steering Committee member, if you have additional input on the program, or identify an outreach opportunity in your community please contact me at the Uvalde Office, 830-278-6810, or by email at slewey@nueces-ra.org or info@nueces-ra.org.
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